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Introduction

After graduating in 1999 from a small iberal arts college, T wasn't sure exactly where I
was headed T kneww very fiemly what ruy interests were but was net sure hew I could apply
them practically in long-term employment. T had always enjoyed working with children and
incarly all of my jobos up to that peint involved chidren in one way or another. I also had a
concern for and desire to work with the imigrant and refigee community of Seattle. However,
it wasn’t until T served a year with the Literacy AmeriCorps program at the downtown Seattle
library, working with immigrants and refugees, that I discovered a place thatincluded both of
imy interests and loves. Through this experience as an AmeriCorps member, I saw every day
the importance of the library to the whole comsmuy.

The Hbrary truly is the center of the community. I had always enjoyed spending time in
libraties and used the brary as an undergraduste fecuently for research purposes. Yet, up uati
fny time with AmeriCorps, I had never viewed the ibrary through a service-oriented lens
People came to the downtown library not only to study but to practice English, build computer
skells, attend story times, meet up with fiends, relax, and, especially, when seeking reference
assistance. During my year at the downtown library, I realized how exciing this type of service
lwas and knew that I wanted to be a part of it permanently. In the summer of 2002, I became
an evering student at the Information School

These past three years as a student certainly constitute a significant learning time and T
have had my share of experiences that tesied 1y comfort zone and siretched me beyond what T
first thought myself capable. T have learned so much as an Information Scheel student, both
from the coursework fself as well as all the collaborative group work and presentations. My
time here has only solidificd o the profession of b Althovgh still
ety interested in serving both Commurities mentioned above, my first love has always been
working with children and this is the area I hope to pursue upon completion of my time here at
fthe Information School.

Each section s a compilation of the experiences I've leamed from and practiced while
student at the Information School. Thasik you for reading this portfolio. I hope you find it
linteresting]
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